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DETAILED ACTION 

Continuing Data 

1 . The current application claims benefit of 60/41 9,681 filed October 1 8, 2002 and 
60/435, 1 53 filed December 1 9, 2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1-4, 7, 8, 10, 13-17, 22, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kosugi (2002/0079361). 

With respect to claim 1, Kosugi discloses in figure 1 an automated banking 
machine apparatus, which includes a housing. 

Kosugi discloses in paragraph 0020 that the banking machine includes an 
opening 1, in the housing where a money depositing operation is conducted. 

Kosugi also teaches in paragraph 0020 (as well as figure 1), a container 5, within 
the housing, wherein the container has an interior area for storing deposited bills. 
Paragraphs 0020 and 0023 explain that the interior area is in operative connection with 
the opening such that deposit items passed into the housing through the opening are 
moveable into the interior area. 
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Also discussed in paragraph 0020 (can be seen in figure 1) is a movable shaker 
6, which is bounded to the interior area of the container. The deposit items (bills) are in 
supporting connection with the moveable shaker member. 

Paragraph 0020 discloses an actuator, which drives and moves the shaker 
thereby causing the deposited items to shake. Paragraph 0023 explains that the shaker 
is used to create more space for storing incoming bills. 

With respect to claims 2 and 3, Kosugi illustrates in figure 1 , the shaker member 
6 including a resilient member, which extends across the lower portion of the container. 

With respect to claim 4, Kosugi teaches in paragraph 0024 removably mounting 
the container in the housing. 

With respect to claim 7, Kosugi illustrates in figure 1 a rigid plate, wherein the 
actuator operates to move the rigid plate. 

With respect to claim 8, Kosugi teaches in paragraph 0022 an actuator is used to 
move the shaking plate. It is clear that in order for the shaker to move the deposited 
bills, the actuator must extend in intermediate relation of the bottom wall and the 
membrane. 

With respect to claim 10, Kosugi teaches in paragraphs 0020 and 0023 as well 
as illustrating in figure 1 , the container including an upper wall generally opposed of the 
bottom wall. The deposited bills enter through the opening in the upper wall. 

With respect to claim 13, Kosugi illustrates in figure 1 a chest 10a, wherein the 
container 5 is removably positioned within the chest portion. 
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With respect to claims 14 and 23, Kosugi discloses in paragraph 0020, including 
a cash acceptor mechanism and a chest portion, wherein the container is removably 
mounted in the chest portion. The chest portion, which connects to the container, 
includes a cash accepting opening, wherein the upper wall opening corresponds to the 
cash accepting opening in an operative position of the container. The apparatus 
includes a bill or money receiving/paying section 1 , a bill transport path 2 to transport 
bills to respective sections of the bill handling machine, and a bill judge section 3 to 
make decision for truth or falsehood as well, as a kind of each bill, to determine a bill 
appropriate for the payment, and to determine a bill as a rejected bill not suitable for the 
payment. 

With respect to claim 15, Kosugi illustrates in figure 1, a horizontal transport path 
2 in operation with a driving member. Paragraph 0022 discloses that the transport path 
includes a driving member. 

With respect to claim 16, Kosugi teaches in paragraph 0022 the driving member 
engaging the driven member through the cash accepting opening in the chest portion. 

With respect to claims 17 and 25, Kosugi discloses in paragraph 0025 identifying 
suspect notes and storing the suspect notes in a storage area. 

With respect to claim 22, see Kosugi's teachings regarding claims 1,4, and 13. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kosugi in 
view of Bowling (6,292,960). 

Kosugi's teachings are discussed above. Kosugi's teachings fail to specifically 
teach the container including a reliable support. 

With respect to claim 5, Bowling illustrates in 4a internal drawers which are 
removed via roller tracks. Figure 3b illustrates a first set of rollers 72. 

In view of Bowling's teachings, it would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a reliable support, 
taught by Bowling, to remove the container taught by Kosugi. Kosugi teaches above 
removing the container (drawer) in the banking machine. The method of removal 
however is not specifically taught. One would be motivated to use a reliable support 
for removing the container in order to easily remove the container from the machine. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6, 9, 1 1 , 12, 1 8-21 , 24, 26, and 27 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's for allowance: Although Kosugi teaches an 
automated banking machine apparatus including a housing, an opening in the housing 
for deposit, a container within the housing, which has an interior area which is in 
operative connection with the opening such that deposit items passed into the housing 
through the opening are moveable into the interior area. Kosugi also teaches moveable 
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shaker and an actuator in operative connection with the shaker member. The above 
identified prior art of record, taken alone, or in combination with any other prior art, fails 
to teach or fairly suggest the specific features of claims 6, 9, 1 1 , 12, 18-21 , 24, 26, and 
27 of the present claimed invention. Specifically prior art fails to teach the banking 
machine wherein the container includes a telescoping handle, wherein the handle is 
extendable when the container is moved outside of the housing and is adapted to move 
the container away from the housing with the container supported on the reliable 
support. Prior art additionally fails to teach the apparatus including at least one flexible 
support extending between the bottom wall and the plate, and further including a 
security plate extending in intermediate relation between the upper wall opening and the 
membrane. Prior art fails to teach the chest portion of the apparatus being generally L- 
shaped in cross section, and wherein the chest portion houses at least one cash 
dispenser mechanism, and wherein the cash acceptor mechanism and the cash 
dispenser mechanism are mounted in generally side-by-side relation. Lastly prior art 
fails to teach the apparatus, wherein the container includes an upper wall including an 
upper wall opening, and wherein the upper wall opening corresponds to the cash 
accepting opening in an operative position of the container within the chest portion, and 
wherein the container includes a blocking plate disposed interiorly of the container, and 
a transport adapted to move notes that have entered the container through the upper 
wall opening horizontally to pass into the interior area below the blocking plate. The 
above limitations are not taught in prior art and moreover, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not have been motivated to come to the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Blackson et al (2003/0038173). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allyson N. Trail whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2406. The examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 7:30AM to 4:00PM 
Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (571) 273-8300. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [allyson.trail@uspto.gov]. 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 
89. 
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